
Holden Newsletter - Oct 2017-Mar 2018
We hope the following highlights 

will help you find and read 
what interests you!

><><  MAIN TOPICS      MAIN POINTS   ><>< 
><><  PRAYER REQUESTS / PRAISES  ><>< 

         

Dear Friend, Encourager, Partner-in-Mission,

 NO, WE HAVE NOT FALLEN OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH ! 

That is what a few folks had thought because we were not able to send out our newsletters for the 
past 6 months. We are very happy to now be in touch with you once again and want to make you 
aware of a few IMPORTANT changes/updates: 

1) Darrell's sister, Darlene, is no longer able to send out our newsletters, so Tina Bush is helping us 
with this one until we re-organize and take over the account that Darlene created. Although you 
have received this one from tinabush@wctc.net all future newsletters will continue to be sent out 
from the holdenpartnergroup17@gmail.com email address, except that Darrell will be managing it. 
Be sure to set up your email account to accept this address so it doesn't end up in your spam box! 

2) We will be sending out newsletters every 3 months (instead of every 2). You should receive them in
early April, July, Oct, and January.

3) We will still send out End-of-Year Letters to some of you in the regular mail. You will receive them 
sometime after Thanksgiving.

4) Since Feb 20, we've been back in Quito, renewed and ready to continue in the Lord's work ! 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us directly at dsholden.ec@gmail.com

 NO, WE WERE NOT VACATIONING IN CALIFORNIA ! 

Actually, it was quite the opposite! For 3 months we were blessed to be able to participate in a very 
long, intense, but awesome Restoration and Renewal Program in Fresno, CA. Yes, it took place in 
sunny, southern California and yes, we were able to occasionally get outdoors to enjoy the wonderful 
climate while our friends and family in Wisconsin suffered through the usual frozen tundra autumn and 
winter! But the majority of our time was spent indoors working hard through personal, marital, and 
spiritual challenges with counselors, engaging in group video sessions and discussion, attending an 
intense seminar which helps train and prepare individuals, leaders, and groups, and completing daily 
homework assignments including reading over a dozen books between the two of us. 

Although it was one of the most intense times of challenge and growth for us, we have come away 
very blessed as individuals, spouses, and missionaries! We are extremely grateful to God for this 
opportunity, for Reach Beyond and the Woodlands Church mission board for covering the entire cost 
of this program, and to the many individuals who blessed us with additional financial gifts to cover the cost 
of the airline tickets, groceries, and fuel during our stay. Most of all, we are eternally grateful for all the 
amazing LinkCare staff  who have been serving pastors and missionaries and their families since 1965 
and for our family, close friends, supporters, and prayer partners who covered us in prayer and sent 
us notes of encouragement during our stay. Thank you!

mailto:tinabush@wctc.net
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LINK CARE OF FRESNO, CA 

. . . in the San Joaquin Valley
halfway between the west coast

and the mountain range to the east
while surrounded by the desert. 

The fruit and nut orchards 
and the valley itself,
thrive from the rivers

descending from the mountains.

 

        Lemon Tree at Link Care             Fresh Produce Down the Street        The BEST Lemonade EVER! 

                Sequoia Trees                                   Brilliant Berries                  Bark of an Unknown Type of Tree



Whenever possible, 
we took long walks 
through local parks
on the weekends,
soaking in the sun,

admiring God's creation,
taking much needed breaks
from the intense program.

 

But because most 
of the time
we were
not able

to be outdoors . . .

. . . we would gather things from nature, bringing them indoors, to help soothe our restlessness.



Other weekends
we sought out free events
hoping to experience more

of the local culture
and the wide variety of ethnic groups

that live in the Fresno area 
(Mexicans, Spaniards,

African Americans, 
Native American Indians, 

Hmong, Filipinos,
Croatians, Armenians, and more).

Photos:
1) Frozen Corn on the Cob Sold On the Street

2) Veterans Day Parade - California Flag
3) Christmas Parade - Mexican Ladies in Costume

4) Christmas Parade - Oakland Raiders Float
5) Live Band and Bubbles - Oakland Raiders Float

6) Darrell (Papa Noel) and 
Christian Motorcycle Association Member

7) Sondra at Local Cultural Event -
Fire Dept. Cancer Fund Raiser - Antique Fire Engine



We knew that the Christmas Season would be especially difficult. 
Here we were in the U.S. but still over 1,000 miles away from family and friends.

So we found ways to fill our time by attending a church drama “The Gospel According to Scrooge”,
 walking 4 miles one evening through Christmas Tree Lane observing the lights/displays, 
 (Sondra) festively decorating several trees and common areas at the Link Care facility,

and (Darrell) delivering Christmas gifts to local children (whose father or mother were in prison)
through the Angel Tree Ministry associated with the local church we were attending.

Our time at Link Care, 
though a blessing 

was also a challenging time,
often leaving us feeling isolated

from those we love
and those we serve.

Yet, we sensed 
 the Almighty Hand of God

upon our lives.
Our last day in California 

we noticed this unique cloud formation.
It seemed as if the Lord was 

leaving His hand print
as a sign of His Presence!



 SEEKING THE LORD'S HAND DURING THE UNEXPECTED 

We all know that life has a way of presenting the unexpected. Two weeks before leaving California, the
pastor who was meeting with us came down with flu symptoms during our session with him. His office was 
very tiny, hot, and humid - a prime environment for passing on viruses. He ended up in bed for a week but 
before he left, Sondra managed to pick up the flu germs. Our last 2 sessions at Link Care were held in 
our apartment so that Sondra would not continue to pass on the germs to others in the program for it was a
strong and nasty virus. The challenge was that despite Sondra having a horrible cough and a very stuffed 
up head and sinuses, we still needed to fly out Dec 24 to a cold and windy Chicago. 

Everyone knows that flying with those symptoms is not a good
idea, but we had no other choice. And the result for Sondra
was 'baro-trauma'  (with temporary and sometimes permanent
symptoms affecting the head and middle ear stemming from
extreme pressure during the flight), along with a severe sinus
and ear infections  resulting in a trip to urgent care and later to
the emergency room. For the next 8 weeks, right up until we left
to return to Ecuador, she had to deal with very low energy, the
feeling of being in a tin drum, pressure and pain at the base of
the head, and temporary hearing loss.

Then on Jan 11, we
received word that Darrell's
mom fell out of bed at the
Memory Care Center and
broke her hip. She spent 1

week in the hospital following
a successful operation, but
she then decided she was

ready to go home and be with
Jesus, as evidenced by her

refusal to eat, drink,
participate in therapy, and her
loud declarations for everyone

to just 'leave her alone'. 
We made daily trips to the
hospital, followed by 7 days
and nights with his mom back at the Memory Care Center while she 
was in hospice. January 23, the family attended her funeral and her 
burial, followed by a dinner at Mom Holden's favorite restaurant. 

Sue and Terry
(cousins and
caregivers for

Darrell's
parents), 

Kevin (nephew
and Darlene's
son), Sondra,
Darin (brother)
and wife Sandy,
Darlene (sister),

and Darrell.

 Nephew, 4 cousins, Darrell at funeral home.     Family at restaurant following the funeral.



As unbelievable as it may seem, this was not all. From early January until our departure Feb 20, we 
needed to gather important documents for our upcoming visa applications for July of this year. The
process in the past has been difficult enough, but this time, because we are applying for temporary 
residential visas, the process can now be described as grueling! And as with any new president and 
government, many laws are changing once again in Ecuador, therefore, exactly what the process is 
becomes a guessing game. Because Darrell needed to grieve the death of his mother, Sondra had to 
take over all the responsibilities herself for figuring out what was needed. The process in the U.S. 
alone involved more than 200 hours of research, emails, phone calls (even one to the supervisor of the 
FBI), trips to various police departments to obtain numerous sets of fingerprints (to obtain state and federal
criminal history reports), trips to the post office, along with over $550 in expenses for application fees, 
notaries, seals, priority envelopes, etc.

Darrell struggled with not being able to help and Sondra struggled with not being able to be by his 
side all 7 days/nights during hospice. Then, 2 weeks before our return flight to Ecuador, Darrell 
came down with the flu. It now seemed that much of what we learned at Link Care would need to be
applied in this series of stressful situations while we called upon others to pray diligently for us.

 SEEING THE LORD'S HAND DURING THE UNEXPECTED 

Yes, life can throw many unexpected challenges one's way, and even Reach Beyond's Missionary 
Care Director, Jeff, stated that we were clearly being put through a 'stress test'.  It was hard not to 
feel completely overwhelmed with everything. This in itself was plenty; now add to it the following:

1) We had been away from 'home' in Ecuador for 7 months instead of the 3 months we had planned.
2) We had lived in 8 different homes and made 6 out-of-town visits, packing and unpacking 14 times.
3) We needed to adapt to the unique rules, locations of rooms, light switches, etc. of each home.
4) We changed vehicles at least a half dozen times between 4 families.
5) Our unexpected expenses were piling up quickly.
6) We couldn't schedule our return tickets from CA back to WI, nor CHI  to Ecuador 'til the last minute.
7) Be barely began, and could not complete, raising the additional $793 /month in support needed.

What did we do?!
1) We asked others to be diligent in praying with us.
2) We put our situations in our Lord hands who is faithful and trustworthy.
3) We took turns holding each other up, encouraging and praying for each other.

What did He do!?
1) He blessed us with 8 families who took us in, fed, cared, encouraged, and prayed for us,
2) He provided 4 vehicles to use and over 60 free hours of minutes on a family's cellphone,
3) He provided us with opportunities to visit close family members under numerous circumstances

plus He timed the 'going home' of Darrell's mother in such a way that Darrell could be with her,
4) He provided us a final 5-week plus a 3-week stay in 2 private residences where we could be alone,
5) He put in on the heart of our home church to pay for our last 3 weeks at LinkCare when Reach 

Beyond did not have additional funds to pay the rest, saving us from using our retirement funds,
6) He provided us with an agent from Am. Airlines who waived our ticket-change fees of $600,
7) He put it on the hearts of folks to give gifts totaling over $2,532 plus $5,050 to our mission account

covering ALL of our unexpected expenses with $1,350 extra,
8) He put it on the hearts of 7 of our present financial partners to increase their support,
9) He brought us 2 new churches who have put us on their church missionary budget (now totaling 3),
10) He brought us 7 new partners to financially support us and our work in Ecuador, 
11) He brought us 100% of the support increase needed with 55% of the support given without asking,
12) AND he removed 95% of Sondra's barotrauma symptoms upon our flight back to Ecuador !

In a recent conversation with a close friend, I, Sondra, shared that we continue to shake our heads 
in amazement at what the Lord has done and that this is one of the few times I am struggling for 
words to describe His goodness. Trying to describe my emotions, I said, “In my humanness, I simply 



don't understand why He has done so much for us”. My friend stated, “Sondra, I really feel that the Lord 
knows how much you and Darrell have been through, and He knows your hearts, your faithfulness in being
obedient to him, and how hard you've worked, and He simply wants to reward and bless you”. Momentarily,
I smiled, thinking, “Yes, what a great gift He has given us!” 

But then this week, I read this in my Experiencing God Devotional: “...if God would not spare His own 
Son in order to provide for our salvation, how would He not willingly give anything else at His disposal in 
order to care of us?...God's response to our prayers is not based upon our worthiness but upon His love 
and grace. Our confidence in prayer comes not from who we are but from who He is. Nothing we could ask
of Him could ever compare with the price He paid for us at the cross...God is willing not only to give us 
eternal life, but also to help us experience it fully!”

ALL PRAISE, HONOR AND GLORY BE GIVEN TO HIM  WHO IS WILLING TO GIVE US SO MUCH
BASED ONLY ON HIS UNCONDITIONAL, ETERNAL LOVE - NOT  BECAUSE WE'VE EARNED IT !

 ><><><><><><><><><><       Darrell and Sondra Holden      ><><><><><><><><><><  

Missionaries of - Partnering with -

 ><><><><><><><><><><><><       in Ecuador, South America    ><><><><><><><><><><><><

Send Financial Gifts To:           Our Email:                         Our Personal Website:                        
RIPE FOR HARVEST                         dsholden.ec@gmail.com         www.ReachBeyondTheMountains.com   
PO BOX 487                                                                         
MONUMENT CO 80132 - 0487           Our Skype Name:           N  ewsletter Email Address Origin:
(CHECK MEMO: ACCT 20319)          dsholden1                               holdenpartnergroup17@gmail.com 

Mail Letters & Cards To: (Items Will Be Scanned and Emailed To Us):  
Holdens, c/o Tina Bush, 1250 Peach St, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Mail Letters & Cards via USPS AirMail To:          Ship DHL Packages (Under 3 lbs) To: 
Darrell y Sondra Holden                                                           Darrell y Sondra Holden
REACH BEYOND                                                                     REACH BEYOND (frente el Hospital Vozandes)
Casilla 17-17-691                                                                     Oe-52 Villalengua y 10 de Agosto
Quito, Ecuador 170508                                                            Quito, Ecuador 170508 
SOUTH AMERICA                                                                   SOUTH AMERICA

  

http://www.ReachBeyondTheMountains.com/

